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A Texas State Soil and Water Conservation Board attempt at Hazard Creep 
reduction through organized access to public information.

By: TSSWCB Flood Control Staff
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Introduction

• Hazard Creep- The Association of State Dam Safety defines this as “the gradual 
increase in anticipated consequences of a dam failure due to infrastructure 
development either along the drainage below a dam or within the reservoir area 
upstream of the dam. Even though the physical condition of a dam may not have 
changed, hazard creep can result in an immediate adverse impact on the overall risk 
profile of a dam because the consequence component has increased. (1)”



Purpose

• Title companies, typically, only look back 30 years for easements on land that is 
sold. This often leaves out easements on dams in Texas (given that the average age of 
these dams exceed 50 years old) (2).

• Developers and landowners purchasing these properties are unaware that 
easements exist on the land they are purchasing, so they end up modifying/ tearing 
up dams as they develop.

• This not only degrades a dam’s performance of its original function but also leads to 
this aforementioned Hazard Creep effect. 



Why is this important Nationally?

https://i0.wp.com/uncommonwealth.virginiamemory.com/wp-content/uploads/2014/05/Somerset-Herald-June-3-1889.jpg?ssl=1


Why is this important in Texas?



What are we going to do about it?



What do we need to tell (or ask) everyone?

• Did you know that Texas has a dam or two in it? Did you know that some of these are 
flood control structures? ~2,039 of the almost 7,500.

• Did you know that your dam has a service life? It isn’t a permanent benefit if it’s not 
taken care of.

• Do you live near a dam?
• Do you know who to contact (the sponsor) if you notice an emergency with the dam?
• Is your property within the easement of a dam?
• Are you located upstream or downstream of a dam?
• Do you know what your evacuation time/ plan is if the dam fails?



How do you ask these questions to millions of people?



So, what do we do?



Flood Control Easement 
Notification Area Map-
A How-To Guide

https://www.tsswcb.texas.gov/

Go to 
https://www.tsswcb.texas.gov/

Find your way to the “Flood 
Control Program” page.

https://www.tsswcb.texas.gov/


Flood Control Easement 
Notification Area Map-
A How-To Guide

Find the “Flood Control 
Easement Notification Area” link 
in the Resources section on the 
right side of the webpage.



Now that you’ve found the 
map, use the instructions 
on the screen to help you 
find your property.

Page Layout
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Live Demonstration

For this demonstration I am saying that I live at Foxchase Park

Address : Park at Foxchase, 4475 Tubbs Road, Rockwall, TX, 75032, USA

I see that I am living within a blue “Dam” polygon.What should I do?



Is the address within an 
easement of a dam?

Search Address

Slowly zoom out, looking 
for any blue “dam” 

polygons.
We know that we are within the easement of a dam.



Live Demonstration

I click the blue polygon.

The data that pops up tells me that 
this dam is “Upper East Fork 
Laterals WS NRCS Site 5A”.

I click the “View” button to take me 
to the weblink to get point of 

contact information about the dam.



Live Demonstration

Clicking “View” takes me to a 
weblink that gives me the SWCD’s 

address, phone number, and email.

It tells me when the SWCD’s monthly 
meeting date and time is.

It gives me a Texas State Soil and 
Water Conservation Board (TSSWCB) 

Field Representative should I have 
any issues contacting the SWCD.



Now I know who I need to talk to 
about easements before I start 
any type of construction work.



Conclusion



Questions?
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