Flood Control Easement Notification
Area Map

A Texas State Soil and Water Conservation Board attempt at Hazard Creep
reduction through organized access to public information.

By: TSSWCB Flood Control Staff
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Introduction

* Hazard Creep- The Association of State Dam Safety defines this as “the gradual
increase in anticipated consequences of a dam failure due to infrastructure
development either along the drainage below a dam or within the reservoir area
upstream of the dam. Even though the physical condition of a dam may not have
changed, hazard creep can result in an immediate adverse impact on the overall risk
profile of a dam because the consequence component has increased. (1)”



Purpose

* Title companies, typically, only look back 30 years for easements on land that is
sold. This often leaves out easements on dams in Texas (given that the average age of
these dams exceed 50 years old) (2).

* Developers and landowners purchasing these properties are unaware that
easements exist on the land they are purchasing, so they end up modifying/ tearing
up dams as they develop.

* This not only degrades a dam'’s performance of its original function but also leads to
this aforementioned Hazard Creep effect.
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people.
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In hard-hit Kerr County, home to Camp Mystic and several other summer camps,
searchers have found the bodies of 84 people, including 28 children, Kerr County

officials said.
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What are we going to do about it?



What do we need to tell (or ask) everyone?

* Did you know that Texas has a dam or two in it? Did you know that some of these are
flood control structures? ~2,039 of the almost 7,500.

* Did you know that your dam has a service life? It isn’t a permanent benefit if it’s not
taken care of.

* Doyou live near adam?

* Do you know who to contact (the sponsor) if you notice an emergency with the dam?
* |syour property within the easement of a dam?

* Areyou located upstream or downstream of a dam?

* Do you know what your evacuation time/ plan is if the dam fails?



How do you ask these questions to millions of people?

Top 10 Most Populous States: 2023 Top 10 States by Numeric Growth: 2022 to 2023

Geographic Area April 1, 2020 July 1, 2022 July 1,2023 Geographic April 1, 2020 July 1, 2022 July 1, 2023 Numeric Growth

(Estimates Base) Area (Estimates
' Base)

California 9,538,21: 39,040,616 38,965,193 . o1 am ane
BXds 2914234348

45,459 B : 1

Florida 21538216 2224551 22610726 365,205

- 21,538.216 5,5 22,610,72 . ]
Florida 21,538,216 2,610,726 North Carolina 10,439,459 10,695.965 10,835.491 139,526

New York 20,202,320 19,673,200 19,571,216 Georgia 10,713,771 10913150 11,029,227 116,077

Pennsylvania 13,002,788 12972091 12,961,683 South Carolina 5,118,422 5282955 5373,555 90,600

lllinois 12,813,469 12,582,515 12,549,689 Tennessee 6,910,786 7,048976 7,126,489 77,513
Onio 11,799,331 11,759,697 11,785,935 : Arizona 7,157,902 7,365,684 7431344 65,660
Georgia 10,713,771 10,913,130 11,029,227 Virginia 8,631,373 8,679,099 8,715,698 36,599
North Carolina 10,439,459 10,695,965 10,835,491 Colorado 5,773,707 5,841,039 5,877,610 36,571

Michigan 10,077,674 10,033,281 10,037,261 Liah 3271614 3,381,236 3417734 36,408
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Flood Control Easement
Notification Area Map-
A How-To Guide

vaJ Go to
https://www.tsswcb.texas.gov/

& Find your way to the “Flood
YL Control Program” page.

texas.gov
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Flood Control Easement
Notification Area Map-
A How-To Guide

Find the “Flood Control
Easement Notification Area” link
in the Resources section on the
right side of the webpage.

TEXAS STATE

Soil & Water Programs SWCDs News Events

CONSERVATION BOARD

Flood Control Program

. uSL

Home > Programs > Flood Control Program

Overview

More than 2,000 floodwater retarding structures, or dams, have been built over
the last 70 years within the State of Texas. The primary purpose of the structures
is to protect lives and property by reducing the velocity of floodwaters, and
thereby releasing flows at a safer rate. These are earthen dams that exist on
private property, and were designed and constructed by the United States
Department of Agriculture - Natural Resources Conservation Service (USDA-
NRCS). They were built with the understanding that the private property owner
would provide the land, the federal government would provide the technical
design expertise and the funding to construct them, and then units of local

government would be responsible for maintaining them into the future.

Local sponsors of the dams were required before a federal project was begun.
Local sponsors signed a watershed agreement which outlined the duties and
ibilities of the federal and local sponsors. In general, local sponsors are
required to obtain rce easements, conduct operation and maintenance
(O&M) inspections, maintain the struc d implement land treatment

icts (SWCD) are one

of the local sponsors in all watershed projects. Other local sponsors include

measures in the watershed. Soil and water conservation

counties, cities, and Water Control and Improvement Districts (WCIDs).

Due to the passage of time and difficulty in raising adequate funds locally, many

sponsors approached the Texas Legislature with their concerns over amount of

oo

About Contact Us O\

Resources

Ten-Year Dam Repair, Rehabilitation
and Maintenance Plan

Ten-Year Plan Progress Report for
FY2024

List of Eligible Flood Control Dams
by Name

List of Eligible Flood Control Dams
by County

O&M Program Goals and Evaluation
Criteria

O&M Policy and Procedures Manual

Policies and Procedures - Structural
Repair

FY25 Ranking Table

FY25 Planned Project Funding

Flood Control Easement
Notification Area



Page Layout

Flood Control Easement Notification Area
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Address Search Bar Different Map Layers

(@]

Legend

7

Legend Map Layers

Dams

The local sponsors of these dams constructed by USDA-NRCS hold perpetual easements
on the property around the dams. The areas shown on the map do not represent easement
boundaries. Please contact the local SWCD to determine the exact location of the
easement boundaries.

Address Search

1. Use the address search function located underneath the map to find the location of your
property.

2. Once the yellow dot for your property appears, slowly ZOOM OUT on the map to see if
you are located within the BLUE boundary of an Easement Notification Area.

If your land falls within an Easement Notification Area, please do the following:

3. Click on the BLUE area that your yellow property dot is in contact with (DO NOT click on
the yellow dot. It will not provide you contact information for your local sponsor).

4. On the window that pops up, find where it says "SWCD Weblink", and click the word
“View" to its right.

5. Contact the local sponsor on the website that the link takes you to.

6. Once you contact the designated sponsor, they will inform you-- or direct you to
someone who can inform you-- whether or not your land falls within the easement of the
dam.

Measurement Tools

Map Use Instruction Box
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Live Demonstration




Is the address within an

easement of adam?

Park at Foxchase
Park at Foxchase, 4475 Tubbs Road, ... X

Search Address

4 Camin | Soarch result

Slowly zoom out, looking
forany blue “dam”
polygons.

We know that we are within the easement of a dam.




SWCD Dams, 500ft Easement 1 v x

gg E{ Zoom to

Live Demonstration -

Dam Mame L. East Fork Laterals W5 NRCS
Site DA

NID ID TX00802
| click the blue polygon. Weblink View
SWCD Kaufman-Van Zandt SWCDg

SWCD Mumber 505

The data that pops up tells me that
this dam is “Upper East Fork
Laterals WS NRCS Site 5A”.

| click the “View” button to take me
to the weblink to get point of
contact information about the dam.



% Kaufman-Van Zandt SWCD #50 X +

0O 8 == texas.gov,

Live Demonstration

Clicking “View” takes me to a
weblink that gives me the SWCD’s
address, phone number, and email.

It tells me when the SWCD’s monthly
meeting date and time is.

It gives me a Texas State Soil and
Water Conservation Board (TSSWCB)
Field Representative should | have
any issues contacting the SWCD.

TEXAS STATE
Soil & Water Programs Events  About

COMSERVATION BOARD

Kaufman-Van Zandt SWCD #505

Home » Texas Soil And Water Conservation Districts = Kaufman-Van Zandt SWCD #5305
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Kaufman-Van Zandt SWCD
B620 FM 741

Forney, TX 75126-7865
Phone: 972-552-5254

SWCD Meeting Time
9 a.m., 1st Wednesday of the month

SWCD Meeting Place
MNRCS Office

B620 FM 741

Formey, TX

SWCD Board of Directors

Roy D. Deen, Chairman (1)
Scott Jay Jones, Vice-Chairman (2)
Mark Wise, Secretary (3)

Warren T. Hodges (4)

Steve Chaney (3)

SWCD E-mail Address

kaufmanvanzandt{gswed texas.gov

TSSWCE Field Representative
Matt Beseda
mbesedaldtssweb.texas.gov

Contact Us

Q




Now | know who | nheed to talk to
about easements before | start
any type of construction work.



Conclusion



Questions?
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