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Background: 
Greater Des Moines Watershed Program

 HF2771 (Farm to Faucet) water quality infrastructure improvement funding 

passed Iowa legislature in June and went into effect on July 1, 2026

 Funding from restructuring of the state’s water excise tax distribution 

formula

 Provides IDALS approx. $52 Million over 12 years (~4.3M/yr) to support 

targeted conservation improvements in the 22 counties upstream from the 

source waters that flow into the Central Iowa Water Works service area

 $25M to Central Iowa Water Works to improve nitrate removal capacity 

 $500,000 to DNR for water quality monitoring and $8M to IFA for additional 

water infrastructure upgrades plus additional low interest loan opportunities





2026 Overview:
Greater Des Moines Watershed Program
1. New and existing Cover Crop users within these 22 counties can receive up to 

$25/acre in cost share and enroll up to 500 acres

• New funding in addition to existing cover crop program funding

2. Farmers and landowners within these 22 counties are eligible for the 

Streamside Buffer Initiative, which pays a one-time establishment cost and 

between $1,500-3,000 per acre for foregone income to establish a vegetative 

buffer.

3. The Cattle and Conservation Working Lands Program expansion assists 

producers in converting low-yielding, flood-prone row-crop ground into 

permanent pasture and forage production.

4. Precision nutrient management incentives

• Details coming this fall!







Initial Results and Looking Forward:
Greater Des Moines Watershed Program

 Cover Crop Program -109,000 obligated acres in 2025 expanded to more than 

300,000 acres obligated this summer 

• Overall IDALS statewide cover crop obligations exceeded 1 million acres this 

summer, up from approximately 700,000 acres last year

 Streamside Buffer Initiative – Working to develop partnerships to assist with 

promotion with local technical assistance

 Cattle and Conservation Working Lands Program- Exhausted the initial 

$500,000 allocated for the program within 10 days after the program was 

announced. 

 Assessing and allocating an additional funding from different sources to meet 

growing demands

 Looking forward – Continual development and assessment in alignment with 

staffing and resources



Contact Information
Will Myers, Field Services Bureau Chief

Email: Will.Myers@IowaAgriculture.gov

Phone: (515) 321-0758

Susan Kozak, Division Director

Email: Susan.Kozak@IowaAgriculture.gov

Phone: (515) 423-3069

Deborah Morgan-Lennie, SE Iowa Field Representative

Email: Deborah.Morgan-Lennie@IowaAgriculture.gov

Phone: (515) 499-4941
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