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What is STAR?

Soil Health program for Colorado began as a grassroots movement in 2019

Commissioner of Agriculture Kate Greenberg made healthy soils a leading
strategy for achieving the CDA mission to promote responsible natural resource
stewardship

The original STAR program was implemented in lllinois. Colorado partners
worked together to adapt that framework to meet our needs.

Basic concept is a free and voluntary tool:
Producers fill out assessment forms and scoring sheets
Points are assigned for soil health practices

Producers then receive a rating of 1 to 5 stars to show how well they are
promoting soil health practices and upholding the 5 principles of soil health.

This gives them a starting point to further improve practices if needed
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W 1 Star (Average)
A field with practices similar to what 80% of fields of that type are doing in that region.

W 2 Stars (Above Average)
A field beginning to implement soil health principles.

WX % 3 Stars (Great)

A field implementing multiple soil health principles.

KRR W 4 Stars (Excellent)

A field implementing several soil health principles.

*R XK 5 Stars (Ideal)

A field implementing all five soil health principles.




STAR (for Individual Producers)

e Fill out forms through CDA’s Soil Health Program Website

e First 100 to sign up get a free soil health test

e Form is assessed by CDA Soil Health Specialist and feedback
returned to producer

e Field sign received



https://ag.colorado.gov/soil-health

STAR Plus

3-year program with funds provided through the CDA

Administered through 17 conservation districts and 3 eligible entities
CD’s and EE’s receive capacity building payments of 20k upfront and 2k
per producer for each year for 4 years AND $25k each for equipment
purchases

Producers receive $75/acre for soil health practice
Min of $1000 and Max of $5,000 with a 100% match required by producers
Covered practices are flexible

Producers receive technical assistance
Soil health testing + soil moisture probes
There will be edge of field monitoring on specific sites




Background

e HB21-1181: Creates a voluntary
soil health program in CDA funded
by gifts, grants, & donations + a
State Soil Health Advisory
Committee (effective September
6, 2021)

e  Strict producer privacy protections

e SB21-235: Gives CDA $2M for
voluntary soil health practices




Partnerships

ONRCS

COLORADO

Colorado Water
Conservation Board

Department of Natural Resources




Program Future and CSC Grant

The program is expanding! Our immediate goal is to get 50 entities working with
500 participants.

Partnering with CSU for soil water, soil health, and soil carbon studies across
program and research fields.

Peer-to-peer learning and pay for performance pilots as well as adding capacity to
CDA to run the program.

Program will develop a regional network of research fields and will help to develop
the STAR rating for other western states.
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