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NACD Conservation Careers Workshop

The National Association of Conservation
Districts’” Conservation Careers Workshop
showcases employment opportunities
within the National Conservation
Partnership, along with other public and
private natural resource management and
agriculture conservation partners, by

providing professional relationship and
career development for the future leaders
in conservation. The program started with
a less structured format in 2017 and was
funded through a USDA: NRCS grant. The
workshop is held each year during the
NACD Annual Meeting in February.




NACD Conservation Careers Workshop

The Conservation Careers
Workshop is unique in that a small
group of students are provided the
opportunity to build a personal
relationship with professionals.
Workshop participants will meet
possible mentors during
presentations and will have field
experiences, as well as receptions
and meals to network and gain
insights into potential career
opportunities. 2019 was the first
year for this expanded format and
had increased USDA: NRCS
support for 10 participants.
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In 2020 the workshop provided an
immersive experience for up to 15 highly
qualified undergraduate college
students and showcased career paths in
conservation, agriculture and natural
resources management. Attendees
learned about career options within the
National Conservation Partnership, met
conservation professionals and made
valuable contacts. The National
Conservation Partnership includes the
USDA, NRCS, USFS, state conservation
agencies and conservation districts from
across the United States. Continued
funding through the USDA: NRCS and
additional funding from the US Forest
Service expanded the number of
participants to 15.
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Presenters during the sessions were
conservation, agriculture and natural
resources management professionals
from field-work, program management
and policy career paths. These
professionals shared their career stories
and recommendations for developing

portfolios. Participants also developed
conservation career outreach plans and
discussed action strategies to implement
career outreach on their campuses.
Participants had an opportunity to
network with conservation leaders from
across the U.S. at this annual event.
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Each Workshop featured local
conservation concerns and solutions.
Participants also met local

landowners, Conservation District
Board Members and members of
Congress.




NACD Conservation Careers Workshop

Like the NACD Annual Meeting, the 2021
Conservation Careers Workshop was held
virtually. 17 Participants joined on the ZOOM
platform over three nights. The focus for the

2021 workshop was Forest Management,
Restoration and Regeneration. The success of
this year’s workshop was in large part due to
the cooperation of the Louisiana Conservation
Partnership.
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Three “virtual field trips”
were developed with the
assistance of NRCS- LA, the
Louisiana Department of

Agriculture, Office of Soil and
Water Conservation and
Louisiana Soil and Water
Conservation Districts.
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Each of these videos can be viewed on the NACD YouTube channel at...
https://www.youtube.com/c/NationalAssociationofConservationDistricts/playlists




NACD Conservation Careers Workshop

For 2022 the Conservation Careers
Workshop will be expanded through a
partnership with Agriculture Future of
America into a Sustainability Institute
with as many as 75 participants. The

2022 NACD Annual Meeting will be held
at the Hilton Orlando Lake Buena Vista

— Disney Spring Area
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Agriculture Future of America (AFA)
provides premiere personal and
professional development programs to
college students and young professionals in
agriculture.

These programs address six competencies
that AFA and its partners have identified as
key skills for agriculture professionals.
Programs are divided between the Alliance
for young professionals and collegiate
programs.

Planning is underway with AFA and the
participation of the Disney Properties
“Nature Based Solutions” Team for the
2022 AFA + NACD Sustainability Institute.
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2022 AFA + NACD Sustainability Institute
February 13-16, 2022
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