The Conservation Partnership in
Michigan
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United States Department
of Agriculture
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Founded during the Dust Bowl era of the 1930’s

Partners with the local Conservation District and

MI Department of Agriculture
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Partnership Agreements



What does NRCS Do?



§ On site identification of
_potential resource
concerns

§ Discuss ideas that could
solve resource concerns

§ Landowners make
decisions which are
documented In a

onservation Plan

§ Assist with installation of
---‘—Et)ns.(-mtvatiU'Fl'ﬁr'eTEfcgéDsr
5 Follow up
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Conservation Plan



Pepper Bromelmeier
District Conservationist

Conservation Plan Map

Glenn M Paatis )
Dare: 071 31,2005 Assisted by Pepper By

Glenn M Paradis
5313 Powell Rd.
Kewadin, M149648

Conservation Cover (327 )

Establish perennial vegetative cover on bare cropland to prevent erosion. Use minimum amount of
tillage to establish a good seedbed. Lime and fertilize according to current soil test. Since this is a
wetter site, seed area with 6 Ibs./ac of "Viking" Birdsfoot Trefoil (with proper innoculant) and 2 Ibs/ac
of Kentucky Bluegrass. NOTE: Substitutions for grass or legume may be made. Contact NRCS for
species and seeding rate. Cultipack after seeding if necessary. During establishment year, mow high
to prevent damage to the permanent seeding. See enclosed Extension publication on Birdsfoot
Trefoil. Maintain for the lifespan of the practice (10 years).

Planned
Tract Field Amount Month
1730] 6] 4.6ac. | 5 |
| Total:| 4.6 ac. |

Conservation Cover (327 )

"Sod Centers" will be established to control erosion, provide nutrients to the newly established
orchard trees, and as an aid to beneficial insect habitat. Follow seeding recommendations from the
MSU Horticultural Research Station: up to 6 Ibs/ac each of White Clover and Alfalfa (with proper
innoculant) and up to 5 Ibs/ac each of Perennial Ryegrass and Chewings Fescue. Lime and fertilize
according to a recent soil test (no older than 3 years). Maintain for the lifespan of the practice. (10
years)

Seeding Dates:

Spring seeding - April 20-June 10

Summer seeding - July 15-August 10

Planned
Field Amount
5.1 ac.
8.4 ac.
9.6 ac.
. 12.6 ac.
propsmy ang e mounganss N MR Twp. Sections 31 &38 35.7 ac.
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NRCS Programs



§ Workwith Ian(_iowner_to
-evaluate existing Agricultural
Operation and/or Property

Free of Charge.
First step towards

participation in NRCS
Programs that provide
financial assistance.

T echnical advice for solving
a resource problem.

§_Partner with Districts and

~ others on special projects
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§ Provides incentive payments
~and cost-share to offset the

costs of correcting an
existing resource problem.
A competitive program —
acceptance based on
available funding and a
environmental benefit score.

Most popular NRCS financial
Incentive program.
- §.15.2 million dollars in funding

~available for Michigan in
Fiscal Year 2006.
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Prowdes financial
-Incentives-to develop
and enhance areas
for wildlife. (50 to 75
percent cost-share)

§ Limited funding -
$400,000 available for & 5
Fiscal Year 2006

ontracts in Michigan.

_ __@20 000 max per

-—eonTFact)
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There are three types of
~-contracts
— Restoration only
— 30 year Easement
— Permanent Easement

§ $7,750,000 in funding for
fiscal year 2006

— 85% of funding goes towards
“permanent easements

— 15% of fmmards
30 year

271% or less of funding goes

towards restoration only
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§ Very young program —
Eiscal Year 2004 was
the first year of
Implementation

§ Provides base
payments and

enhancement payments

to producers who have

been actively applying

~conservation on their
~land.

5 "Reward the best,
““motivate the rest”

§ Funded by watershed
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Grassland Reserve Program
(GRP)



Technical Assistance Funds
(TA)



TA Funds Continued



The Federal Budget Process



Budget Continued



Conservation Plan Acres Applied as of 2/21/06




MI NRCS Training Courses
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